
Best of Charlotte
People like to live in Charlotte.  Our experience with relocating 
companies demonstrates repeatedly that they are successful in 
recruiting highly talented individuals from all regions of the U.S. and 
abroad. Charlotte has one of the highest in-migration rates in the 
nation. Once they are here, most transferees do not want to leave. 
Here are just a few of the reasons why:
 
With a population of more than 1.8 million, metropolitan Charlotte 
offers all of the advantages and amenities of a major urban area.

Charlotte’s composite cost of living, at 92.6 percent of the national 
average, is lower than that of all but five other major metro U.S. cities. 
A key component of that figure is housing, which in Charlotte is 80 
percent of the national average. Housing costs are low primarily because 
Charlotte’s construction costs are 80 percent of the national average.

Charlotte-Douglas International Airport provides superior air service 
with nonstop daily service to 170 different cities, including international 
service to Frankfurt, Munich, London, Paris, Rome, Montreal, 
Toronto, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro, Madrid and 22 different 
Caribbean destinations. 

Charlotte is strategically located in the center of the East Coast, 
within a two-hour plane ride and one day’s drive to more than  
half of the nation’s population.

Charlotte boasts 3,464 Dun & Bradstreet companies with over  
$1 million in revenue, 273 Fortune 500 operations, more than  
30,000 minority- and women-owned businesses, 1,122 companies  
that employ 100 or more. There are also nine Fortune 500 
companies headquartered in the region. 
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Charlotte’s economy is also highly diversified. No single industry 
sector, including financial services, has a dominant share of the 
employment market. All major industry groupings are represented, 
including manufacturing, which employs nearly as many people as  
the financial services sector.

Charlotte also offers a highly developed and sophisticated 
international business environment. There are currently 950  
foreign-owned companies in the metro area.

Utilities in Charlotte are reliable, and utility costs are reasonable, 
ranking 13th lowest of the top 40 metro markets in this country.

If sports are your pleasure, Charlotte has it all: NFL, NBA, NASCAR, 
PGA, MLL Lacrosse, AIFL Football, AAA Baseball, USL Soccer and  
NHL/AHL Hockey affiliates. As well as the US National Whitewater 
Center and NASCAR Hall of Fame. Charlotte was home to the ACC 
college football championship in 2010 and 2011, and is currently 
the home of the Belk Bowl. Charlotte is one of few cities to host two 
post=season college football games in a year.

The 41 colleges and universities within the region serve nearly 
225,000 students.  Our lively entertainment in the Center City, the  
NC Music Factory, NoDa and South End make us one of the nation’s 
top magnets for educated young people.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS), the consolidated public 
school system in Mecklenburg County, continually ranks as one  
of the best urban systems in the country.

Charlotte is firmly established as one of the country’s most recognized 
and respected regional health care centers.

Charlotte’s thriving arts community enhances an already rich and 
stimulating quality of life with symphony, dance, theater, opera,  
art museums and a wide range of other venues.

P.O. Box 32785, Charlotte, NC  28232  |  704-378-1300
Twitter: @cltchamber  |  www.charlottechamber.com
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