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Agenda 

> The Debate 

> NC Career & College Ready Standards 

> Assessments And Scores  

> Discussion 
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Education Definitions 
Standards – what students should know or be able to 
do at a particular grade level 

 

Curriculum – the tools, texts, materials and protocols 
used for instruction 

 

Assessments: 

 

diagnostic –  beginning 

formative –  middle  

summative –  end (end of grade, SAT, etc.)  
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The Debate Is National 

> Active debates 
underway in most 
participating states 

> Primary venues: 
Legislative hearings, 
town hall meetings 
and the media 

> PARCC and Smarter 
Balanced under fire, 
along with Common 
Core 

Active 
debates 
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Tea party groups mobilizing 
against Common Core education 

overhaul 

School Standards’ Debut Is Rocky, 
and Critics Pounce 

 
State Opposition 

Jeopardizes Common 
Core Future 

Controversy Brewing 
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The Critics’ Claims 
> Common Core is a federal mandate 
> Common Core is dumbing down existing state 

standards 
> Parents and policymakers had no input 
> Common Core dictates                                                                

the classroom curriculum 
> The standards will lead to                                                                

more testing 
> Collecting student data is                                                            

an invasion of privacy 
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North Carolina’s  
Career & College Ready Standards 
 
North Carolina’s career and college ready standards are designed to 
prepare all students for real jobs in the modern economy, whether they 
go to post-secondary education or directly into local jobs.  
 
In mathematics and English/language arts, the Common Core State 
Standards represent the high, globally competitive standards that North 
Carolina students will need to compete for the jobs of tomorrow. 
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Common Core State Standards Facts 

> Created through a multi-year, state-led collaboration 

> More rigorous than previous standards  

> Aligned with college and work expectations 

> Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through 
high-order skills 

> Internationally benchmarked so that all students are prepared to 
succeed in our global economy and society 

> Based on evidence and research 

> Adopted by 45 states & the Department of Defense 

> SAT & ACT are aligning exams with these standards 

> These are standards, NOT a curriculum 

 

 

 



@HireStandardsNC 

What do they look like? 
> Sets what students should know in each grade in 

English/Language Arts & Mathematics 
> Read ALL of the standards @ http://www.corestandards.org/  

Subject Grade Example 

Math 

Kindergarten Count forward beginning from a given number within the 
known sequence (instead of having to begin at 1). 

HS Algebra 
Derive the formula for the sum of a finite geometric series 
(when the common ratio is not 1), and use the formula to 
solve problems. For example, calculate mortgage payments. 

English 

Kindergarten With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, 
and major events in a story. 

HS Literature 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

http://www.corestandards.org/
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North Carolina Roll-out 
> NC is in 2nd year of adoption – some districts are 

in 3rd year 

> This is the 3rd year of professional development 
for educators in North Carolina 

> NC received additional Race to the Top grant, 
using some funds for professional development 

> First transition to aligned assessments began 
Spring 2013 
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Myths 
Myths Reality 

“…a national curriculum…” 
 
 
 

“… lowers the bar…” 
 
 
 

“…is more expensive…” 
 
 
 

“…students will learn fuzzy 
math or be required to do less 
reading …” 

 
 
 
 

“…requires personal data 
collection…no data privacy” 

 
 
 

CCSS is state-led, developed in collaboration 
across states, and was an opt-in.  It is NOT a 
curriculum, but a set of standards 
CCSS raises the bar for all students. Both test 
scores and independent evaluation has shown it 
increases NC’s expectations. 

NC has changed content standards consistently for 
50 years, built into the budget. NC also received 
additional funds for professional development. 
The standards are based on significant learning 
research, with math progressions reflecting 
consistent cognitive building. ELA includes a focus 
on both non-fiction and fictional text. 
CCSS are standards, not technical requirements.  
The state is required to abide by FERPA, and all 
data privacy laws, etc. 
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Public Opinion Matters 

12 

Teachers Are Supportive, But… 
 

77% of teachers 
think the Common 
Core will help 
students think 
critically and use 
reasoning skills.  

• But 77% believe 
implementation will be 
challenging 
 

• 74% say 
implementation will 
require them to 
change their practice 

Source: Scholastic Primary Sources 
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NC Business 

http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/09/06/3169881/
nc-businesses-have-critical-need.html#storylink=cpy 
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/13/2961860/j
im-goodnight-common-core-
critical.html#storylink=cpy 
 

In a competitive, global economy, we need to know where our students 
stand. Will they continue to fall behind students in other countries in the 
mastery of basic skills? North Carolina should strive to be a national leader 
in producing talent ready to succeed in today’s workforce. CCSS is critical 
to that goal.” 

    - Jim Goodnight, CEO of SAS 
 
“Employers want students who are equipped with real-world learning, 
problem-solving abilities and a genuine understanding of the skills needed 
to succeed in today’s workplace. The Common Core State Standards are 
an essential step to ensure students get that real-world learning – not just 
memorization and test taking – needed for real, local jobs.” 

    - Jim Whitehurst, CEO of Red Hat 
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NC Governors 

 
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/08/30/31508
97/mission-critical-common-
core.html#storylink=cpy 
“Education in North Carolina”, Governor Pat 
McCrory, NC Education Summit, Aug 1, 2013 

“These Common Core State Standards are high standards, they are 
relevant, and can be implemented globally and locally here in North 
Carolina.  Common Core reading and math are good, and we must figure 
out how to get it right for students in our classrooms.  It’s time to tell the 
world we are serious about classroom based achievement.” 

   - Governor Pat McCrory, North Carolina 
 
“Never before have we made a commitment in our country to educate all 
children for college and career, and I applaud my state and Governor Pat 
McCrory for their commitment to these standards and their sound 
implementation.” 

  - James B. Hunt, Former Governor, North Carolina 

http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/08/30/3150897/mission-critical-common-core.html%23storylink=cpy
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/08/30/3150897/mission-critical-common-core.html%23storylink=cpy
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/08/30/3150897/mission-critical-common-core.html%23storylink=cpy
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/08/30/3150897/mission-critical-common-core.html%23storylink=cpy
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Organizations Committed to Success & 
Understanding of Common Core 
> ABB Inc.  
> Accuro Group  
> America’s Edge 
> Biogen Idec 
> Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce 
> Boone Area Chamber of Commerce 
> Business for Excellence in Schools & 

Transformation 
> CarolinaCAN - the North Carolina 

Campaign for Achievement Now 
> Catawba County Chamber of 

Commerce 
> Caterpillar, Inc. 
> Charlotte Chamber 
> Cole Jenest & Stone, P.A. 
> Cook Medical 
> Council of Chief State School Officers 
> Elinvar 
> Fight Crime: Invest in Kids 
> General Parts International, Inc. / 

CARQUEST 
> GlaxoSmithKline 
> Greater Durham Chamber of 

Commerce 

> Greater Raleigh Chamber of 
Commerce 

> Greater Winston-Salem Chamber of 
Commerce 

> The Greensboro Partnership 
> Hanesbrands, Inc. 
> The Hunt Institute 
> Junior Achievement of Central 

Carolinas 
> Martin Community College 
> MCNC 
> Military Child Education Coalition 
> Moore County Chamber of Commerce 
> National Spinning Co., Inc. 
> NC Business Committee for Education 
> NC Parent Teacher Association 
> NC Science, Mathematics, and 

Technology Education Center 
> North Carolina Association of 

Educators 
> North Carolina Association of School 

Administrators 
> North Carolina Chamber 
> North Carolina Community College 

System 
> NC Independent Colleges & 

Universities 
> North Carolina Principals and 

Assistant Principals' Association 
> North Carolina Ready for Success 
> North Carolina School 

Superintendents' Association 
> Northwestern Mutual 
> Piedmont Natural Gas 
> Rowan County Chamber of 

Commerce 
> SAS 
> Systel 
> TradeMark Properties 
> United States Chamber of Commerce 
> University of North Carolina 
> VisionPoint Marketing 
> Wake Education Partnership 
> WakeMed Health & Hospitals 
> Windsor/Bertie Chamber of 

Commerce 
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Recent Assessments 
> Began new assessments in Spring 2012-13 

> Apples and Oranges: Can’t compare to previous years 

> Growth scores show positive gains: 
> http://www.ncaccountabilitymodel.org/  

> According to a study released in October, NC students 
outperformed 44 other states and 40 countries in Math in a 
GLOBAL comparison, even beating out traditional powerhouses like 
Finland.* 

 

Consider results a starting line, not a progress report. 

http://www.ncaccountabilitymodel.org/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies/naep_timss/
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Raise Standards, Initial Drop 

Accountability Office, NC Dept of Public 
Instruction presentation to the NC State 
Board of Education 11/7/2013 

https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/ViewMeetingOrder.aspx?S=10399&MID=1083
https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/ViewMeetingOrder.aspx?S=10399&MID=1083
https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/ViewMeetingOrder.aspx?S=10399&MID=1083
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Assessments In the Future 
> Governor Requesting Fewer Tests 

> State Board of Education Reviewing Options 

> General Assembly Requires Funding Approval & 
Currently has Legislative Research Commission 

 

NC Chamber Foundation & Higher Education engaging 
stakeholders statewide for recommendation 



@HireStandardsNC 

Launching This Spring 
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What Can You Do To  
Support Local Schools? 

> Share Facts About Common Core  
 

> Join the Hire Standards, NC campaign 
 

> Let School & Officials Know You Support Real-
World Learning in Our Schools 

 

> Let Us Know How We Can Help You Build 
Support  
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Questions? 

Karl Rectanus 

karl@rectan.us 

@karlrectanus 

http://www.HireStandardsNC.org 

Thank You!!! 
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Recent Articles 
> NC Business Needs Common Core State Standards 
By Jim Whitehurst, president and CEO of Red Hat, Inc., The News & Observer 

 
> Common core is 'mission critical’ 
By Jim Hunt, The News & Observer 

 
> Jim Goodnight Letter to the Editor 

> Chester Finn & Michael Petrilli  OpEd 

> Rex Tillerson of ExxonMobil in WSJ & Exxon’s CCSS Commercial 

> John Engler Letter to Reince Preibus 

> Video from Conservatives for Higher Standards 

> SAS Blog by Caroline McCullen 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/09/06/3169881/nc-businesses-have-critical-need.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/08/30/3150897/mission-critical-common-core.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/13/2961860/jim-goodnight-common-core-critical.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/05/2941375/nc-needs-to-realize-common-core.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/05/2941375/nc-needs-to-realize-common-core.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/05/2941375/nc-needs-to-realize-common-core.html
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/05/2941375/nc-needs-to-realize-common-core.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324747104579024892381188288.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324747104579024892381188288.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324747104579024892381188288.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324747104579024892381188288.html
http://youtu.be/FM_G4Y7SX3g
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://businessroundtable.org/news-center/brt-letter-to-republican-national-committee-supporting-common-core-sta/
http://youtu.be/8wRd0iqi-uQ
http://blogs.sas.com/content/sascom/2013/05/31/join-the-distinguished-corps-of-advocates-supporting-the-common-core/
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